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Director / Information.

Sir,

Press Release

Observations of Postal Voting - PAFFREL Organization.
Uva Provincial Council and Jaffna Municipal Council and Vavuniya Local Government areas 
This postal voting facility was reserved for those government servants, who were residents of Uva Provincial Council, Jaffna Municipal Council and Vavuniya Local Government Areas, who would not be able to present at polling stations on 08/08/2009 to cast their votes, due to nature of their duties.

Thus, we did the observational activities of postal voting on 27th and 28th July, 2009, dates which had been declared by the Commissioner of Elections for that purpose. Total number of 24,942 voters of Uva Provincial Council area, consisting of 16,043 voters in Badulla District and 8,899 voters in Monaragala District were eligible to cast their votes pertaining to the election of Uva Provincial Council election. Similarly, 335 voters in Jaffna Municipal Council Area and 183 voters in Vavuniya Local Government Area were eligible to cast their postal votes.
Accordingly, 50 polling stations in Uva Provincial Council area were observed by stationary observers of the PAFFRAL Organization. Polling stations at places such as C.T.B. depots, police stations, education offices, local government offices and hospitals, where large number of voters were due to vote and were especially politically sensitive, were subjected to our observations. In most of the polling stations, polling agents of major political parties were present and there were no violations of election laws or violent activities reported. Similarly, postal voting observations in the areas of Jaffna Municipal Council and Vavuniya Local Government area were also done by District Coordinators and Field Coordinators of the PAFFREL Organization and no violent activities or violation of election laws were reported.
According to our estimates, about 85% of postal voters in Jaffna Municipal Council and Vavuniya Local Government areas had voted, while in Uva Provincial Council area, about 75% came for postal voting. We can remember that in postal voting in Western, North-Central and Central Provincial Council Elections also, a percentage closer to this figure did cast their votes.

Thus, it is the view of PAFFREL Organization that, the postal voting during these two days was held in a free and fair manner. Our sincere hope is that, all political parties and groups would continue to maintain this status quo on the day of election, as well.
Thanks.

Yours faithfully,

Rohana Hettiarachchi.

Acting Executive Director.

