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Southern Provincial Council Election – 10th October, 2009

Making the Identity Card Compulsory for Voting.

It is necessary that voters prove their identity by producing an identity card to cast their votes at the Southern Provincial Council Election, which is due on 10th October, 2009.  This time also, the Commissioner of Elections has made one of the following identity cards compulsory.

1. National Identity Card issued by the Department of Registration of Persons.

2. Valid Passport

3. Valid Driving License 
4. Government Pension Identity Card

5. Senior Citizen’s Identity Card

6. Identity Card issued to clerics and clergies by the Department of Registration of Persons.
Therefore, voters who do not possess any of the identity cards mentioned above, should meet the Grama Sevaka Niladhari or the Estate Superintendent of your area, taking with you two black and white or colour photographs of yours, of the size of 1 ¼ X 1 inches, and have to obtain a temporary identity card. Acceptance of these applications will be closed on 01st of October, 2009 and, Grama Niladhari or the Estate Superintendent shall hand-over these applications back to the voter, before the election day, after obtaining the counter signature of the Senior Assistant Elections Commissioner or the Assistant Elections Commissioner. 

The Commissioner of Elections has stated that the Railway Ticket Identity Card shall not be accepted this time as a valid identity card, and, we emphasize that any identity card, other than identity cards and temporary identity cards stated above, shall not be sufficient to confirm the identity at the polling station. 
According to the observations of the PAFFREL Organization, considerable number of voters could not cast their votes at the Uva Provincial Council Election and other provincial council elections held earlier, due to inability to prove their identity. We believe that it is a responsibility of all political parties and groups as well as candidates to make voters aware of this. 

PAFFREL Organization has already launched a programme covering all electoral areas of the Southern Provincial Council, to make voters aware of this matter, through a poster campaign in Sinhala as well as in Tamil. 

We request all voters to consider the that the making identity card compulsory at the elections has been done with the objective of safeguarding the rights of voters to vote, and to deem it as a duty and a responsibility of fulfilling the qualification for voting. 
Thanks.

Yours faithfully,

Rohana Hettiarachchi.

Executive Director.

