Provincial Council Elections

North -Western and Central Provincial Councils.
First Interim Report on Election Observations – 2009.02.14
Dates have been fixed again for elections of two more Provincial Councils, after several months of the elections of Provincial Councils North-Central and Sabaragamuwa held on 23rd August of 2008. That is for two Provincial Councils of North-Western and Central, which have been fixed for 14th February, 2009. The full lifespan of a Provincial Council is a period of five years. Accordingly, if the duration of full life spans were allowed, elections for the selection of new sets of people’s representatives for these two Provincial Councils were due on August, 2009. But, instead of saving of funds by way of conducting of elections for all Provincial Councils on a single day, the government has opted for the conduct of elections on a staggered manner. However, as Provincial Councils of North-Western and Central have been dissolved with effect from the midnight of 08/12/2008, and dates have been fixed for elections, we would draw the attention on basic statistics related two these two. That may be useful to have a sketchy idea on the nature of forthcoming elections.      

      2. While North-Western Province consists of Kurunegala and Puththalam districts, there are three districts in the Central Province. Those are Nuwara-eliya, Kandy and Mathale. Number of voters in the North-Western Province is 1,746,449. Comparatively, there are 1,661,733 voters in the Central Province. This shows that according to the Voters Register of 2007, the total number of voters for the elections to be held on 14th of February is 3,408,182. That is a percentage of 24.4% of the total number of voters of the country, which is 13,958,428. Altogether 2,579 polling stations will be set up in these two provinces. 937 candidates are contesting for the North-Western Provincial Council. Out of them, 50 provincial council members would be selected. Total number of representatives due to be elected for the Central Province is 56. Total of 1,310 candidates are due to be contested. Calling of nominations for these two Provincial Councils started on 24th December, 2008 and closed on 31st December, 2008. A Table on the manner of nominations handed-over could be presented in the following manner.   
 
	District
	Number of Political Parties
	Rejected
	Independent Groups
	Rejected
	Number of Candidates.
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3. PAFFREL Organization, which had conducted observational activities related to government elections held since 1988, has taken all relevant steps to observe whether forthcoming elections would be held freely and fairly. We have started our pre-election observational activities, including looking at forthcoming postal voting which is due on 2nd and 3rd of February, along with the handing over of nominations. The PAFFREL Organization, which had already formed district offices, is conducting observational centers at electoral level, in each district. A national election observation center to coordinate all regional offices at national level is being operated during 24 hours at our head office. As in case of all Provincial Council Elections held earlier, we will deploy 2,500 election observers, to be stationed at least one observer for each Polling Center. In addition to above, on the election date, we will provide the services of 400 mobile officers in 80 mobile vehicles for 40 electorates, at the rate of two vehicles per electorate, to be scattered in two Provincial Council areas. Training workshops for these observers have already been initiated. It is not only because that being the first, independent organization involved in activities related to election observations and the strongest and the organization which has been involved continuously in observational activities pertaining to elections, that  the PAFFREL Organization is unique. PAFFREL Organization is distinctive because it observes elections on a broader democratic structure, employing other civil based organizations as partner organizations which functions at national as well as at local levels. Thus, several civil based organizations, including Sarvodaya, work in collaboration with PAFFREL, in activities pertaining to election observations.       

The responsibility that lies with political parties in conducting forthcoming elections in safeguarding democratic responsibilities is enormous. Therefore, we are taking steps to hold discussions with each political party, with the view of formulating an approach for a free and fair election. Already we had had a round of discussions with the U. N. P. and we will hold discussions with other political parties as well, in next few days. In a similar manner, we will be holding discussions with the Department of Police as well, on activities related to the Police. 

Further, we will hold training programs targeting representatives of political parties who are due to be the polling agents, on election process and on ethical aspects that have to be safeguarded. 

The All Party Operations Room, which was pushed forward again at the Provincial Council Elections in last August, will be operating this time as well, at the Election Secretariat. This structure would consist of people of national level leaders of each political party and group, senior officers of the Department of Elections, Senior Police Officers, PAFFREL representatives. The uniqueness of this is the provision of instant solutions on complaints received on the Election Day. At that Provincial Councils election it was demonstrated that this was a useful instrument in controlling election frauds and violence. 

On a suggestion made by the Commissioner of Elections, at this election this structure will be implemented at the regional level as well. Accordingly, 52 such Regional Operating Centers, centered at Divisional Secretariats, will be established. A structure similar to that of the national level All Party Operations Committee will be built at that level. The only difference would be that all parties involved are of people involved at divisional level. Thus, this will provide an opportunity to deal with complaints related to divisional level. 

It is true that it is too early to compare this election with the elections of the Eastern Province, North-Central Province and Sabaragamuwa Province, which were held few months ago. But, when one turns round and looks at thirteen days since the closing of nominations, one can observe that no serious election violence had taken place. This is a satisfactory situation. If this situation prevails, it would lead to a peaceful election. But, few minor incidents in North-Eastern and Central Provinces have been reported. The strange is that these incidents had taken place before the closing date of nominations. Up to now, a heating up of election excitement, which was observed in other elections, could not be observed. Incidents that had taken place in North-Eastern and Central provinces are as follows.  

2008/12/22   -   The U.N.P. office at Galewela town of Mathale District was attacked and damaged by an unknown group at 1.30 a.m. on 21st December. 

2008/12/24   -   An unidentified group had attacked a group of U.N.P. supporters at the Dambulla Vihara Junction of Mathale District at night on 22nd December and, out of them three persons was hospitalized.  

2008/12/27   -   Number of persons were hospitalized due to a clash that had taken place between two groups of United People’s Freedom Alliance at Giribawa area of Kurunegala District. 

2008/12/30   -   A complaint has been made to the Police Station at Pallama, stating that a group of thugs had attacked the U.N.P. office at Pallama area at Anamaduwa of Puttalam district and had destroyed posters, banners and cut-outs that were in the office.  

2008/01/05
- Attacked the UNP office at Pilimathalawa and caused a considerable damage.

It is understood that people who are squeezed with daily issues that pursue them in their lives not taking a serious interest in local elections of this type, which has no important bearing at national level. Another reason which is observed up to now for the lukewarm attitude towards this election may be the keen interest that people do have on the war operations in the North.  It appears that there is no ‘motivation’ for the public due to the fact that, instead of election publicity and debates pertaining to elections that usually get priority in media, news from the war front of the North have pushed other news aside and taking the leading position. Whatever the reason is, PAFFREL is happy that election clashes and violence have come down. Our sole wish is that all parties involved would act with the awareness that this peaceful situation should be prevailed up to the Election Day and even after
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