[image: image2.jpg]


Presidential Election – 26th January, 2010.
Second Interim Report – 20/01/2010.
Introduction: 
Preliminary arrangements for the presidential election, which is due to be held on 26th of January 2010, are being finalized now. Postal voting was done on 12th and 13th of January, and the distribution of polling cards has already been completed. Awareness activities pertaining to the obtaining of temporary identity cards was done by the Department of Elections and PAFFREL has done necessary interventions. The date of submission of applications to temporary identity cards was due to expire on January 15th but the application period has been extended by the Commissioner of Elections to the 21st of January, thus allowing the obtaining of temporary identity cards for those that did not manage to get the identity card, which has to be produced to prove the identity and cast a vote. 
Observational Activities: 
Local Observers:

All matters pertaining to observational activities of local observers are being finalized by PAFFREL. Our observational activities are performed in three phases, the pre-election period, the Election Day and the post-election period. Pre-election observational activities have already commenced through district and divisional offices. Our observational activities are carried out through mobile, stationary and long-term observers.  We are planning to engage stationary observers in all 22 districts, in about 25% - 30% of the polling stations in every district, tough PAFFREL plans to engage observers to cover all polling stations, totaling 829 in the Northern Province. In addition to that, we expect to deploy 352 mobile observer vehicles to observe 70 to 80% of the total polling stations through mobile and stationary observers.  Training of observers to cover these polling stations is being done, and on January 15th we handed-over the names of all stationary observers and mobile observers to the Commissioner of Elections. 
On the instructions of the Commissioner of Elections an All Party Monitoring Committee is planned to operate at the Election Secretariat in Colombo. This has been successful during a number of previous elections. Senior representatives of all contesting parties, police officers led by a Deputy Inspector General of Police, senior officers of the Commissioner of Elections and representatives of PAFFREL are due to take part in this All Party Monitoring Committee. The aim of this committee is to be able to intervene immediately on complaints received on the Election Day and get the right information about the complaints and what actions should be taken. 
In addition to the above main secretariat PAFFREL plans to engage its observers in 331 All Party Monitoring Committees, which are to operate in divisional level. 22 All Party Monitoring Committees will also operate at the district level. 

International Observers:
PAFFREL has invited the Asian Network for Free Elections (ANFREL) to observe the presidential election, and accordingly an international team of 14 experienced observers from Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, Japan, Myanmar, Bangladesh, the United States, the United Kingdom, Norway and India have joined the mission. After familiarizing with the Sri Lankan context and the mission they are now placed in their respective areas; Jaffna, Vavuniya, Batticaloa, Trincomalee, Kandy, Hambantota and the western province. There is a special focus on the North and the East but they are also covering Western, Central and Southern Provinces where there are issues. Their mission covers the pre-election period, the cooling period and the Election Day. 
Pre-election Period: 

PAFFREL commenced its pre-election observations immediately after the date of acceptance of nominations, which was on December 17th 2009. 
The total number of complaints received from that date up to now is 471, 391 are confirmed. Provincial wise most complaints were received from the Southern Province with most complaints from the Hambantota District. 04 homicides have been reported, 141 cases related to damaging and fire setting to political party offices and 84 cases of assaults are reported. 127 persons had to go to hospitals due to assaults. District wise Hambantota and Matara Districts have the highest number of these incidents reported. 
The reporting of 02 homicides from the North-Western province is a matter of concern. 

During the pre-election period 04 unfortunate incidents of homicides have been reported. The first incident took place on January 12th 2010, between 11.45 and 12.00 noon, at a place called Gewal 40 of Thalunna village in the Tangalle area in Hambantota. It was a shooting incident directed on a bus carrying a group of people on their way to attend a UNP meeting held at Tissamaharamaya. A number of persons were injured in this incident and taken to Matara Hospital, one of them, a woman of 55 years of age who was at critical condition, died.
The second homicide took place on January16th, at the Madurankuliya area of the Puttalam District in the North-Western Province, where a rest house was set on fire followed by shooting. As a result of this incident, 06 persons were admitted to the hospital. Out of these 06, the position of 02 was critical and one of them died. 

The third incident took place in the night of January 17th, in the Wariyapola area of Kurunegala District, North-Eastern Province. According to the report received, 05 persons had arrived in motor cycles and attacked a person, who was pasting posters related to a meeting of Mr. Sarath Fonseka to be held on the 20th, using iron bars. The victim succumbed to his injuries.  

The fourth homicide took place on January 18th at 6.45 pm in the Wanduragala area of Kurunegala District, North-Western Province. A hand grenade was thrown at a publicity office which resulted in 04 persons were injured and one was killed.  

We are receiving a large number of complaints on the misuse of government properties and authority, especially of misuse of government vehicles and officers for activities related to the election. As it is political parties and the political leadership that possesses the capacity to control this situation, we request leaders of political parties to take necessary action to intervene on this aspect. 

We are receiving complaints on illegal publicity activities and, based on information that we have received, we observe that a large number of illegal banners and cut-outs are being displayed in most of the districts. Information received on illegal banners and cut-outs along with the break up by districts, electorates, illegal mediums, numbers and the time and date of the observations were done, summarized and tables with summaries prepared by us and submitted to the Commissioner of Elections for necessary action. They had been removed accordingly in most of the areas.
Although we have observed some reduction of violence in the first few weeks of the pre-election period, we have observed some increase of violence on the days closer to the election date. However, whether the total number of incidents and the nature of incidents that took place during the pre-election period up to now reflect a suitable environment for a free and fair election is a serious issue and, we must express here that the serious attention of political parties and authorities should be drawn on this aspect during the next few days.  

In Table I below we present a summary of total incidents that took place up to now, categorized by district and province. 

Postal Voting:   
Postal voting for voters who are in the government service was held on 12th and 13th of January, 2010. A total number of 458,154 applications for postal voting were received by the Department of Elections and 57,036 were rejected. Accordingly, the accepted number of postal voting applications was 401,118. PAFFREL deployed mobile and stationary observers on both postal voting days in all 22 districts, and nearly 50% of the postal voting centers were subject to our observations. We paid our special attention on postal voting centers such as Sri Lanka Transport Board, police stations, education offices, local government offices, hospitals, army camps and police training institutes, which are politically sensitive and where a large number postal voting was carried out.   
We observed a delay in some centers in commencing the postal voting due to official reasons, and there were some centers where the postal voting did not take place on the first day due to official reasons. 

There were reports on influencing voters at the Rathnapura Sri Lanka Transport Board, police stations of Tangalle and Mathale and also two cases of impersonations of postal voting at Mathale Education Office. In most of the postal voting centers illegal cut-outs and banners had been displayed. Other than those no serious incidents were reported related to the postal voting. However, when compared with the postal voting of previous elections a number of incidents were reported at this postal voting. 
A comparison with last presidential election: 
One can observe some increase of violence that took place during the pre-election period, when compared with the presidential election of 2005. Number of incidents that had taken place during the election period in 2005, from the date of acceptance of nominations (07/10/2005) up to the day of election (17/11/2005) was 172. But at the present presidential election the number of confirmed incidents that have taken place from the date of acceptance of nomination (17/12/2009) up to the date of the release of this second interim report is 391. Still there are five days until the Election Day. Thus, one can clearly observe a certain increase of incidents during the pre-election period of the present election, when compared with the presidential election of 2005. 

A comparison of incidents that have occurred during the pre-election periods of the present election with that of the presidential election of 2005 is given below: 
	Nature of incident
	Presidential Election 
2005
	Presidential Election 2010

	Homicides
	01
	04

	Assaults
	22
	84

	Threatening and scaring
	22
	19

	Shooting
	05
	8

	Bomb attack
	0
	1

	Damage to properties.
	05
	25

	Damaging and fire-setting to political offices
Destroying cut-outs/ decorations.

Disturbances to political publicity activities.

Partiality of government officers.

Misuse of government properties and the authority.

Illegal publicity activities (Election violations)
	109
	141

	
	
	30

	
	
	3

	
	
	4

	
	
	35

	
	
	29

	Threatening and disturbances by security sections.
	-
	4

	Influences by security sections.
	-
	2

	Political transfer
	07
	0

	Entreating with political objectives
	0
	1

	Impersonation
	0
	1

	Others
	01
	0

	Not confirmed
	
	80

	Total
	172


	471
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 Number of incidents
When considering comparatively, 1,462 violent incidents were reported at the presidential election in 1999 and at the presidential election in 2005 it had decreased to a low figure of 172, this could be observed as an optimistic position. 

However, even though at the early stage of the pre-election period of this presidential election there was some reduction of violent activities. Even 5 days ahead of the end of the pre-election period of these election 471 incidents have been reported. This shows that, as in the case of the 1999 presidential election violent incidents are increasing at this presidential election as well. 
Finally, as the violent situation may escalate we believe that all political parties and candidates would act with the objective of conducting a free and fair presidential election without corruption, irregularities and violence. 

We request from the two main candidates of the presidential election and all political parties to join-in-hands to arrive at a consensus to stop election violence, as the terrorizing would be an obstacle to the free and fair voting rights of the voters at the presidential election 2010. 

North – East
As this is the election that is to be held in North and East separately after number of years, there is a much interest of all and also an importance at this election. However, there are still about one hundred thousand persons, who were displaced due to the terrorist issue, still living in camps for internally displaced persons. 

In Jaffna, there are 11 electorates, one is being Kilinochchi. According to the electoral register of 2008, there are 90,811 voters there. There are 95 polling stations there. However, 8,962 persons have been given alternate polling stations. About 11,000 persons of this area are still at rehabilitation camps and a certain number of them have made requests for alternate polling stations. When locating polling stations, arrangements have been made to have cluster polling stations and there are 67 cluster polling stations at Killinochchi Central College. Polling stations are to be located at following schools: Kanakapuram Central College, Kilinochchi Hindu Collage, Uruththipuram Fathima Roman Catholic Mixed School, Punarin Nallur Maha Vidyalaya, Punagari Maha Vidyalaya, Paramankirai Government Tamil Mixed School, Karudarimunai  Government Tamil Mixed School, Gavdarimunai Government Tamil Mixed School, Jayapuram Maha Vidyalaya, Kariyalai Nagapaduwan School, Pallavarayankattu School, Mulangawil maha Vidyalaya, Nachchikuda Govrnment Mixed School, Kiranchi Government Tamil Mixed School  Weerawil Hindu maha Vidyalaya, Iranathivu Roman Catholic School. As entry roads to these schools are difficult, advice has been given to observers to use Punarin-Mannar Road for their convenience.  Not much of interest on the election is visible here. Youth are being held in rehabilitation camps and they are having issues such as mental stresses and unemployment. Our observers have observed publicity notices around Jaffna city and no action has been taken to remove them. Posters are being pasted at the moment as well. Publicity is being done even using loudspeakers. Removing of posters has been observed in some areas.

Meanwhile, it is also reported that those who approach politicians seeking employment are being requested to join publicity work related to election.

As stated by local observers, observational activities have to be done intensively in some areas of Chavakachcheri including Vattukottai and Chunnakam and also in Kopai, Thunnalai, Uduppidi, Sarasalai areas. 

In Mulathivu electorate, there are 68,729 voters and there are 50 polling stations.
Out of voters of North and East Provinces, 19,171 voters who are living in camps have become eligible to cast their votes. It is in the following manner:     
	District
	According to the original household list
	District under which voting is at

	 Jaffna
	9401
	123

	Vanni
	9640
	18993

	Batticaloa
	69
	-

	 Digamadulla
	3
	-

	Trincomalee
	58
	-

	Polonnaruwa
	-
	55


26,565 displaced voters who are living outside camps for internally displaced persons have become eligible to cast their votes. It is in the following manner:    
	District
	According to the original household list
	District under which voting is at

	Jaffna
	6205
	1015

	Vanni
	20300
	1215

	Baticaloa
	-
	113

	Digamadulla
	-
	-

	Trincomalee
	60
	-

	Colombo
	-
	59

	Gampaha
	-
	267

	Kaluthara
	-
	96

	 Kurunegala
	-
	49

	Puttalama
	-
	21738

	Anuradhapuraya
	-
	2013


Arrangements have been made at 89 polling stations for total number of 45,732 IDPs to cast their votes. It is in the following manner:  
	Electoral District where the polling stations are located
	Number of polling stations
	Number of voters.

	Colombo
	1
	59

	Gampaha
	6
	267

	 Kaluthara
	1
	96

	Jaffna
	3
	1138

	Vanni
	26
	20208

	Baticaloa
	1
	113

	Kurunegala
	1
	49

	Puttalama
	40
	21734

	Anuradhapuraya
	9
	2013

	 Polonnaruwa
	1
	55

	Total
	89
	45732
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