The elections to Jaffna Municipal Council, Vavuniya Urban Council and Uva Provincial Council and to the held on 08th August 2009. The last elections for Jaffna Municipal Council and Vavuniya Urban Council were held in 1998. After 1998 the two local government bodies remained under special Commissioners since 2003 after their tenure of office expired in 2003. The Minister of Provincial Councils and Local Governments said that intention to hold the two local government elections is to show the international community that the government is on the right track in bringing back normalcy to the North. For the Jaffna Municipal Council there are 174 candidates from 4 political parties and 2 independent groups competing for 23 seats. There are 6 political parties and 3 independent groups fielding 135 candidates aiming at 11 seats. There are 100,417 registered voters in the list for the Jaffna Municipal Council. But a significant number of these voters are displaced and living in other districts. The number of polling centers to the established with in Municipal limits is 68. Depending on the request of the voters displaced and living in other areas the Commissioner of Elections will decide on suitability and number of required polling centres.
The number of voters registered to cast their vote for the election for Vavuniya Urban Council is 24,626 at 18 polling centers. Special arrangements will be made if necessary for voters who are displaced to cast their votes out side the local authority area.

Uva Provincial Council was dissolved on 28th of May 2009. Nominations for fresh elections were received from 17th to 24th of June 2009. The election is fixed to be conducted on 8th, August 2009.

	District
	Number of  Electorate


	Number of Votes
	Number of Polling Stations
	No. of Provincial Council

Members
	Number of Contesting

Political Parties
	No. of. Independent Groups
	No. of. Candidates



	Baddulla
	09
	574,814
	507
	21
	14
	04
	432

	Moneragala
	03
	300,642
	307
	11
	09
	03
	168

	Total


	12
	875,456
	814
	32
	23
	07
	600


UVA PROVINCE
	District
	Number of Votes
	Number of Polling Stations
	No. of 

Members 
	Number of Contesting

Political Parties
	No. of. Candidates


	No. of. Independent Groups 



	Jaffna 
	100,417
	67 
	23
	04
	174
	02

	Vavuniya
	24,626
	18 
	11
	06
	135
	03

	Total


	125,043
	85  *
	34
	10
	309
	05


JAFFNA MUNICIPAL COUNCIL AND VAVUNIYA URBAN COUNCIL













* The number of  total polling stations will be increased, because of IDPs’ polling stations outside Jaffna and Vavuniya districts. 

Postal voting for Uva, Jaffna and Vavuniya will be held on July 27th and 28th July 2009.
PAFFREL as usual is geared to monitor these elections from 1st day of the nominations. 

The monitoring is implemented with the collaboration of civil society organizations selected out of those operating in these Districts. The selection is made out of those that have actively participated in, and contributed to monitoring and other activities of PAFFREL in the past. Their involvement will enable them to gather experience in this field of activity and, in turn, it will contribute to the strengthening of the capacity of PAFFREL’s network of organizations. 
PAFFREL is conducting observation in three phases – a pre – election period of about 6 weeks, the day of the election, and a post – election period of about 2 weeks. On the election day we will deploy 920 stationery monitors and 25 mobile teams to cover these three elections. Complaints so far received from districts of Badulla and Monaragalla totals to 16. They vary from assault to minor offences like unlawful campaigning. We will issue periodic reports on our observation.
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