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PAFFREL

Local Government Election 2018

First Media Release - 11.01.2018

PAFFREL is ready for Election Monitoring

We thank and appreciate all stake holders who have taken effective steps to conduct the local
government election on a single day after a lapse of more than two years of postponement due to
various reasons.

Nominations called for 93 LG bodies in first phase and 248 LG bodies in second phase and
Local Government Election for all 341 LG bodies will be conducted on February 10.The
chairman of Election’s Commission and his officers are making preliminary arrangement for the
election at present.

This time , the LG polls will include the following institutions :

Municipal Councils 24
Urban Council 41
Pradeshiya Sabha 276
TOTAL 341

8346 councilors will be elected to govern these LG Bodies. The special feature is that this time
the LG polls will be conducted under a new system which is a mixed system of electoral (first-
past-post FPP) & proportionate (PR) representation.

More than 7000 personnel for election monitoring

PAFEREL expects to pursue the monitoring activities like the previous elections from the day of
nomination and through out of the whole election time. PAFFREL also expects to continue the
process even during post-election time to make a complete task.

We have appointed and deployed more than 160 personnel of media personnel and civil society
activists who possess long term experience in monitoring covering each and every electorates of
districts. These personnel undergone a special training on monitoring work recently. Apart from
that PAFFREL district offices and provincial coordinators contribute to the pre-election
monitoring process.



From the past experience, there can be any incident involving some political parties can happen
during election time.4000 trained personnel will be deployed at some possible vulnerable polling
centers in a district on assumption of some malpractices or disturbances. These personnel are
deployed in similar centers in every district. As a result, further 4 member mobile monitoring
vehicles will be deployed for the other remaining polling centers not covered out of the total 341
centers.

1000 personnel are deployed to monitor the postal voting

The election secretariat plans to conduct the postal voting on the 22" 25" and 26™ January
2018.We expect to deploy 1000 personnel in many centers including Civil Defense camps, Army
camps, Sri Lanka Transport Board and education offices where violence or any malpractice
could happen.

Similarly, as a part of our monitoring process, we have established a special unit in our district
offices of each district to receive election related complaints. We expect to provide more
information about this unit in near future.

Through this, we have planned to carry out our election monitoring activities through-out the
election time including the post-election process as well.

PAFFREL Special Complain Unit

In addition, we established our main complain unit office during the first phase of nominations.
Steps have been taken to provide opportunity for anyone to make a complaint with regard to
violence, malpractices, any physical harm or any other reason.

Especially, for the first time in history, 25% of women presentation is ensured in this election.
Therefore, a special complaint unit is established to address the complaints against women
candidates including character assassination, mudslinging campaigns and many abusive incidents
in social media.

We have given the details of the compliant unit below for your convenience

PAFFREL Organization :

No 12/3, Robert Terrace, Robert Gunawardena Mawatha, Colombo-06.
Phone (General ) : - 011 — 2514441/2 / 011 — 3653656 ( Sinhala medium ) , 011-
3653657 ( Tamil medium)

Email : paffrel2018@gmail.com

FAX :011-2514443/011-2515011

Emergency / Hot Line : 071-4464258
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Complaints have been received to this unit at present. The unit has taken effective steps to
address the complaints instantly.

Complaints

30 days are gone since calling the nominations for 341 LG Bodies. PAFFREL has received 243
complaints since it started the monitoring activities on the first day of nominations. Out of which
182 were confirmed. Out of the complaints received most no of complaints were politically
motivated food entertainment and secondly illegal election campaign activities. Food
entertainment complaints 70 have been reported. In addition, complaints relating to distribution
of sewing machines, school text books, home appliances, agriculture equipment, cement, roof
materials, job oriented forums and financial aids were also received. Complaints relating to road
development activities were received in many areas.

The following table will demonstrate the details of complaints against whom , the affected party
and other related.

The nature of the incident (issue) Affected personnel
Political Party No of complaints | Political Party No of Complaints
SLFP/ UPFA 60 SLFP/ UPFA 08
SLPP 48 SLPP 03
UNP 61 UNP 05
JVP 06 JVP 02
Independent 04 Independent 00
Groups Groups
CwC 01 CWC 01
TNA 02 TNA 01

EPDP 02
ITA 01

The status of women in election

It is reported that many women candidates were included in the proportionate representation list,
suitable efficient women were not provided with an opportunity to contest.

However, up to now, it is reported that 10 No of complaints received against woman candidates.
Out of which 06 No of women candidates were affected. Out of which one incident with regard
to an attempt to molest a woman candidate of SLFP in Anuradhapura district was also reported.




Election Commission and Police

As of this date, the elections commission and Police have taken effective measures to implement
the law and order. This exercise is successful in minimizing the election malpractices. PAFFREL
organizations commends the efforts taken by Chief officers of election commission and Police
including IGP and other officers.

However, these two organizations should pay more attention as the things could change at the
time gets closer to election date.

PAFFREL organization and other relevant stake holders emphasized the Election commission in
2008 on the importance of showing a valid identity as a mandatory case at the time of voting.
This practice will prevent malpractice or fraud. If you do not possess a valid identity proof
document, then you should apply for a temporary identity card issued by election commission for
voting purposes. These temporary identity cards are being distributed these days by the election
commission. You should meet your Grama Niladari and take effective measures to obtain a card
of this nature. However, it is not advisable to wait till the last minute to apply for this identity
card. It is your responsibility to protect your voting right. Therefore, we request you to act fast
now to obtain s valid identity card to safeguard your voting rights.

The responsibility of conducting the election and a free and fair does not lay on Elections
Commission and Police alone, as such, we earnestly request all political parties , independent
groups, citizen of this country to extend fullest support to conduct this election in a peaceful
manner.
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